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HISTORICAL RECORDS

FRE IGHT WORKING AT
CASTLE HOWARD STATION

Castle Howard Station was closed to passengers in 1930, but the goods yard remained in operation for freight traffic until  

2 November 1959, when it, too, became excess to requirements. Perhaps the improvements made to the road system around 

that time, including the introduction of motorways, made it more attractive to use the flexibility of road transport.

The climb to a peak in the 1920s and the catastrophic drop only ten years later, are illustrated in the following figures which relate 

to the entire York to Scarborough line:

Over the years the goods yard at Castle Howard had been very important to the local community, for sending and receiving 

goods and produce around the country. In its heyday, the goods yard had also been invaluable to Castle Howard. This was 

not only for supply of the day-to-day provisions that such a large house needed, but also as a good way to get larger items like 

furniture and decorations to the house.

A good example of this was the baroque Atlas fountain, which came 

from the Great Exhibition of 1851 and replaced Vanbrugh’s column 

in the middle of the South Lawn. The five figures were carved in 

Portland stone by John Thomas and transported to Castle Howard 

railway station by steam train, a great achievement considering the 

size and weight of the fountain. The fountain is still in use today and 

is still very impressive despite its age.

Year Passengers Receipts
Parcels, Horses,  
Carriages & Dogs

TOTAL

1885 222,042 £37,525 £5,947 £43,472

1890 248,221 £41,586 £5,671 £47,257

1895 279,575 £44,574 £6,739 £51,313

1900 313,271 £48,102 £10,339 £58,441

1905 328,304 £47,952 £9,979 £57,931

1911 £60,371

1921 £148,461

1931 £74,936
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